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speak, but had no idea that the strings were being pulled
by somebody else. . . .
The next step was to persuade the men to strike, and
to use strike pay as a bait for their refusal to work on
munition ships. Rintelen goes on :
Kleist and Weiser [his two principal assistants] were
busy in the vicinity of the pier at Hoboken, and the
news was spread thate Labour's National Peace Council'
was prepared to pay strike benefits to all men ceasing
work on munition transports, even if they had only been
members for a day ; and before many hours had passed,
a flock of workmen poured in, who paid their entrance
subscriptions and immediately disappeared. Next morn-
ing they came back and said they had ceased work
because their employers refused to pay them the extra
wages they demanded on account of the danger of their
duties. They received their strike pay, and when I
passed by later in the afternoon I saw an astonishing
sight. A vast crowd was thronging the office, and I
estimated that at least a thousand men were waiting to
pay their subscriptions. I found Max Weiser, who was
thoroughly excited and bellicose to a degree. He told
me that all these men had come to join the union, so I
went back to my bank and got more money. I had
sufficient to pay strike benefits for some time, and I
knew that when my capital ran out, a cable to Germany
would replenish my coffers. By the following day about
fifteen hundred dockers were on strike in New York
Harbour, and a few days later not a single munition
transport was being loaded. Victory was in sight, but
I had reckoned without the defensive forces of American
finance. At the moment when I had brought the loading
in New York Harbour to a standstill, the members of
my union executive were travelling in all directions.
They established branches in other ports, organised
meeting after meeting, and proclaimed strikes every-
where. . . .
Our success in the other ports was instantaneous.
Transport after transport lay idle and could not be
loaded. There arose a state of affairs which, in the